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JUSTICE

Below you will find various statements. Most likely, you will strongly agree with some state-
ments, and strongly disagree with others. Sometimes you may feel more neutral.
Read each statement carefully and decide to what extent you personally agree or disagree with
it. Circle the number which corresponds to this judgement. Make sure you circle a number for
every statement.
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1 I believe that, by and large, I deserve what happens
to me. 6 5 4 3 2 1

2 I am usually treated fairly. 6 5 4 3 2 1

3 I believe that I usually get what I deserve. 6 5 4 3 2 1

4 Overall, events in my life are just. 6 5 4 3 2 1

5 In my life injustice is the exception rather than the
rule. 6 5 4 3 2 1

6 I believe that most of the things that happen in my
life are fair. 6 5 4 3 2 1

7 I think that important decisions that are made con-
cerning me are usually just. 6 5 4 3 2 1
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Explanation
Development of the scale:

Dalbert, C. (1999). The world is more just for me than generally: About the Personal belief in
a Just World Scale’s validity. Social Justice Research, 12, 79-98.

Scale description:
Dalbert, C. (2000). Beliefs in a just world questionnaire. In J. Maltby, C.A. Lewis, & A. Hill

(Eds.), Commissioned reviews of 250 psychological Tests (pp. 461-465). Lampeter,
Wales: Edwin Mellen Press.

Studies using the scale:

Dalbert, C. (2001). The justice motive as a personal resource: Dealing with challenges and
critical life events. New York: Plenum Press.

Dalbert, C. & Maes, J. (2002). Belief in a just world as personal resource in school. In M.
Ross & D.T. Miller (Eds.), The justice motive in everyday life (pp. 365-381). Cambridge
UK: Cambridge University Press.

Dzuka, J. & Dalbert, C. (in press). Mental health and personality of Slovak unemployed
adolescents: About the beliefs in a just world's impact. Journal of Applied Social Psy-
chology.




