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Overview

More Trouble With Maths provides an easy-to-read primer for assessing and diagnosing mathematics difficul-
ties. The author focuses on identifying mathematical strengths and weaknesses, and this information will help
educators inform classroom instruction. Because there are many ready-to-use checklists and assessment activ-
ities, any educator could read this book and start applying some of the activities immediately. In other words,
translating the text into practice is straightforward. In summary, this book is an excellent resource for educators
or parents who need to learn more information about the complexities of mathematics difficulty for specific chil-
dren.

Content

Chapter 1, like the entire book, is presented from a British perspective. Nonetheless, the author does a com-
mendable job of incorporating literature from across the world. In particular, the percentages of students who
have difficulty with different types of problems (described in pages 6-7) is very helpful to understand the profiles
of students who have difficulty with mathematics. Chapter 2 provides a discussion about the overuse of norm-
referenced assessments, and this is an important one for educators to reflect on, and so I’m happy to see it
included here. This chapter is informative for determining which assessments might be used to understand stu-
dent strengths and weaknesses. At the same time. it would be helpful to have a section on progress monitoring
in mathematics and how educators can use progress-monitoring data to make instructional decisions about stu-
dents.
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I’ve never seen a dyscalculia checklist, so Chapter 3 was interesting in doing just that. I liked the checklist on
pages 32-33. For many of the mathematical tasks, I would like to have seen a little more detail. For example,
this chapter discusses math facts, and yet I was left wondering – what are the definitions of math facts? Not
everyone agrees on the same definition and educators may include facts that are not exactly facts. In addition,
the book does not go into much details about typical expectations by age or grade level. For example, while it
might be the case that we would not expect seven-year-olds to make change, but we would have that expecta-
tion for 12-year-olds. Moreover, the chapter could have been enhanced by discussing, for example, improbable
estimations and elaborating upon mental arithmetic. To what place value does the arithmetic need to be men-
tal?

In Chapter 4, the author discussed the use of activity cards, and it is helpful to have the cards ready for printing.
On the other hand, what are typical responses and scores from the assessment using these cards? It was not
clear on my reading and educators would like to know that information.

Subsequent chapters focus on a variety of relevant background issues (such as the relevance of short-term
and working memory for learning in Chapter 5, and the relationship between basic operations such as addition-
al and subtraction, division and multiplication in Chapter 6) alongside assessment materials (Chapter 8 de-
scribes a 15-min normative referenced mathematics test). In discussing the test, I glad to see that the author
included so much information about errors. Educators can use error patterns and common errors to inform in-
struction, so this seems particularly useful and informative. There is also a chapter focusing on learning styles
(Chapter 10) and the utility this concept is being significantly challenged right now (Pashler et al., 2008). Con-
sequently, this chapter is not as helpful as the others. My concern is also that educators can stereotype stu-
dents based on the profiles, and miss important information.

The final chapter offers some sample reports, with teacher observations and parental pre-assessment. These
are helpful for such groups in giving explicit guidance.

Conclusion

The real strength of this book is in its focus on diagnosing and identifying students with mathematics difficulty. It
leaves me reflecting on the difficult question of “what to do next”, maybe by providing resources that educators
and parents could access. The identification of a mathematics difficulty is the easy part. The hard part is the
instructional part!
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